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ETHNOGRAPHY-MATERIAL CULTURE- AND 
GEOGRAPHY 
Undergraduate Research at St. Mary’s College of 
Maryland and James Cook University  
• Historical Archaeology in the Chesapeake 
• Rock Art in Australia 
• Faunal Analysis in the Gambia 
Graduate Research at Purdue University 
• Electronic Life Histories Project
• NSF IGERT in Sustainable Electronics
• A Digital Ethnography of E-Waste (Singer 2015) 
QUALITATIVE GIS, DIGITAL 
ANTHROPOLOGY, AND ETHNOGRAPHIC 
RESEARCH
• Participant Observation





• Place-Making in New Chauncey 
• E-Waste Landscape 
(Cope and Elwood 2009) (Horst and Miller 2012)
ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTOR: PARTICIPANT 
OBSERVATION 
Utilizing Ethnographic Collector to Triangulate Ethnographic-Spatial-Visual Observations 




• Leveraging the 




Along Web Map 
through ArcGIS 
Online.





• Using Nvivo to code ethnographic data, maps, 
and images
• Import these codes into geodatabase and 
ArcGIS Online
• Continue to look for spatial relationships 
between phenomena as they emerge 
• Requires switching between NVivo and ArcGIS 
• Easy switching is facilitated through coding and 
database management 
• Experimentation with using Ncapture to collect 
social media data (with geolocations) from 
Twitter and other online sources.
• Using Web AppBuilder for ArcGIS to create a 
dynamic platform for identifying places, 
people, and mechanisms to encourage the 
reuse and repair of electronic waste. 
QUESTIONS?
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